Greenwashing

a cause of
general
confusion

Attending the world’s leading trade fair for the cleaning industry —

I=5AMnterclean Amsterdam one would expect not to find evidences of

Grearmwashing, but was | wrong?

aving spent a kot of time

standing In tha wings listening
to the sales pRches delversd

1o trade falr vistors one would expact
the exhib®or to ba the “axpert” In
thair Niald and the pawer of
“knowiedge” snd “aushorty” takes
OWEr 1D COMVNcE the Istenar. Mo
wiongar the cleaning Industry Is 50
confusad.

Du= to thie EII'I1|:I|'HEI’5 on tha
Ermvircnment and Gragn, evary
Supper to the cleaning Industry
feals cbligad to churn cut 2 Green
offering, whether they are aquipped
aor able o delver a truly green
FIHIILI'IH or nol. This Tact sometimeas
raksas the I:|I.E5|H:I1 I multinational
companies bargain on the perceived
kack of understanding of tha service
prowices In makdng avallable 3
product that does not meet
infemational standards.

Some of the revolutionary new
products such 85 e space-age
looking transparent spray bottia that
converts tap watar into lonised
waater which |s supported by
Impressive marketing matarial
SE(WaS5 35 3 g-IIHZI EIEI'HFIE bacause
having tested the unit locally It
proved that the unit does not dallves
on what |s promised In the

marketing meterial. The “third party”
laboratory microbilal afficacy testing
could not be achieved. This s |ust
another example of how brlllant
marketing can ba deceiving.

Howeeyer, those chamical
manufactuners who aready camy tha
flowes logo (EU Ecolabel) dellvered 8
mach batter sales pitch and wsars of
cleaning products would be well
sovised to procure from them.

Traditionally gresn cleaning
products have 3 repatation Tor not
being good cleaners but the EU
Ecolabel Is the frst Ecological
Accraditstion Authonty o test
efficacy of the products akong with
the Ingredients and the method of
manufacturing. EU Ecolabel will not
accradit A cleaning product |ust on
Its make-up but alsa is abity to
meaet the EHFEE‘I.E‘“EII'I'EIT thie user.

In talking to a number of the
chamical manufacturing exhibitors
that oo not carmy the fiower logo one
finds that they all claimed to have
totally blodegradable products but
offered no proof or any test rasuls
to demanstrate the clalm.

Exhibitars seding disinfactants
wiere the ones that TEEI""' causad
confusion. Thers wWers numenus
green”; “natural” and “organiz”

desinfaciants on show. It should be
considered that no disinfectant can
eyer be green as the minute it ks
anytning — goad and bad - It can no
longer be regarmed s friendly 1o tha
emvironment. 11 15 exacity Tor this
reason that the EU Ecolabel don
have 2 catagory for disinfectants.

The majorty of the disinfectants
masquarading a5 “organic “natural”
and “green” has biiavanold (clitrus
extract) as an actlve Ingredient, aiso
known as DHImonana. Mow consider
that DHIimonens, In the presence of
Ozone, becomes formaldenyos - 3
high#y tomic and carcinogenic agant
and In Morth Amarica many sclantiic
papers testify and contribute to It
bad reputation

‘various authorties have wamed
the user o regard any product
promited 35 natural or organic as
susplcious s this might ba 2 way 1o
detract from potentally harmitul
Ingredients contalined In the
products.

It hias become fashionanle o

inclua 3 disinfecting sgent in
cleaning chemicals and due to the
abovementioned fact, that then
iImmedately disquallfies tha product
85 gresan. Furiharmon, warious
stuthes have raported on the
dangers of using disintecting agents
for general purpose cleaning. A
recent study camled out by the
Department of Microbloiogy, School
of Natural Sclences, at the National
University of Ireland Investigated the
Ik batween adaptztion to biocides
and antibotics in Pseudomonss
.‘E‘EI'IJQ’I'JIJE.‘B; concluded that
incorractly diluted disintectants kst
on surfsces could promote the
growth of sntibloticreskstant
bacterla. What ks more warrying |8 tssk, 85 subject matter expedts
that bacteris seems tobe sble to would be required to st through
adapt a resistance to antbiotics mourds of disnformation and
without expasure to It. decedving markating material befors

It sesmes that for the sake of E=51ENg 3 FIJT-H'IES-E ongar. ae
seding & product, bending the truth .
out of propoetion Is the oroer of the  Amanda Coling is Technical Services 1+S
day. Thesetore the procurement Dirgctor at bnnu-Scisnce South Africa, 2
process has become 3 very dificit  member of tha Huls Group
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